By Stanley Melslcr
) Ansocmedfu-

ed today that fllers Robert
Thompson and Robert Swan-.
ner were on a private rdission
[_not an officlal- one—when’
'they disappeared over Cuba
* lin Deeember, 1961

That would explain \yhy
the families of the missing!
men, who told friends  they:

were going ¢n a -leafletdrop-
Iping flight, have received no!
i(mvernmcut enefits,

i The Cential Intelligence:
'Agency repcrtedly has denied
to Sen. Gewargr Smathers (D-
Fla.) that tge: men had been
in its employ.

Smathers and two other
members ¢f Congress have
been asked hy the families for
same help, st least for Social
Security berief ts. But the Con-
sressmen rase been unable to
determive  taet the families
are elizily'e .1(.1 these benefits,

The x4 1e have not been
rec (‘l\ll‘,, aNy ll ouiar compen-
satfon 7or. arivate sources,
either, "hiy 25 their plight
tapar, £+ vt of the, widows
of fory imethang shot down
over Cuba wrille flying B-26
"Dherar s in tho Bav of Pigs i
"veeon in Aptil, 1961

he widows tveeive regular
“tyecks from n Must fund sel
"tp by the eusle Chek Corp.
a3t Vliami

1he facts
Thetap on

rieagoer

i

turrounding  the
ard Swanner caswe

A ard confused, bt

e e (U'l‘ LRI RTINS

Ipooneson, 3 of Charlestan,
IV NVa oand Swanner, 26, of
T1are ke Rovt Tauderdate.
b ey e 14 TORL En g twane
cooine orivete pane. Fraok
Fiovin: ot Miayy accompanied
them

Floomi seid the two ware
oA dcatiet-dropping mistion,

and bhe arcompanied them to
heir fust stop. a secret hase
. §iv the Bahamas
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Thovpsan, who had made
sach ftichis before, had a let-
ter f{rogv the State Depart-
ment Corbidding him to {ly
over . again.

“The men were well paid
for what they were doing,”
Vierini said. .

Aceording to Fiorini, Thogp-
son and Swanner 'efl the Ba
famas base and headed for
the Cuban city of Matanzas
where they were to drog leaf-
Yets ana return, But they neover
came hack.
rver Maranzas on Dec, 1o, 1961,

For 15 months, the wives of
Thompson and Swanner have
beew trying to colleet private
msurance and Soeial Securi'y
beneiits, A aide in Smather's
office said the p:oblem is com-
poundeq by the difficully ot
proving whether the two men
are dead or alive. g
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